
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have a God-

centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and systematic 

instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are 

invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian 

life. 

Pastor Patrick J. Griffiths......................................................................................September 1, 2013 

“The Believer and the Love of God” 
1 John 4:7-21 

 

The First Letter of John 
 
Theme: God’s love in us and through us is a visible entity for all to see.  Love is to mark the 

Christian life. 
 
Introduction: 
“Here again, we find the call to love one another, woven together with that love's foundation 
in God's prior action for us in the Son. Confession of faith and love for one's brothers and 
sisters in the church are again inseparably joined, as they were in the previous Sunday's 
reading. We are always drawn back to that central, and centering, claim. We know God's 
love, first and foremost, in the Son; and we know God's love because we have witnessed it 
in love for one another. This text may serve as a reminder that we never grow beyond our 
need to hear again the gospel of God's love in Christ.” 
http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=1288 

 
Outline: 
 
I. The invitation to love one another (vv. 7, 11, 12, 21).  
 
II. The basis for loving one another (vv. 7b, 8, 15, 16) 
 

A. God’s love has causation 
B. God’s love displays 
 

VII. The freedom in God’s love (vv. 17, 18) 
 
VIII. The singular truth for loving one another (v. 19) 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. Let me encourage you to read 1 John with a view of seeing Jesus. 
2. Let me encourage you to seek understanding as to how and why loving one another are the 

fruit of such a confession. 
3. Let me encourage you to pray through the church directory as a loving act, and to see if the 

Holy Spirit would not be encouraging you to encourage others through whatever means 
available. 

 


